
Paola Formenti 
 

Senior Researcher in Atmospheric Physics 
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) 

Institut Pierre Simon Laplace (IPSL) 
Laboratoire Interuniversitaire des Systèmes Atmosphériques  

61, avenue du Général De Gaulle  
94010 Créteil Cedex France 

 
 

eMail: paola.formenti@lisa.ipsl.fr       Tel : 33.1.82.39.20.49 
url : https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Paola_Formenti    Fax : 33.1.45.17.15.64 
Orcid n.:           0000-0002-0372-1351 
 
Education: 2011 : Habilitation diploma – ”Experimental determination of the physico-chemical and optical 
properties of mineral dust aerosols” - Director : Gilles Bergametti - University Denis Diderot - Paris 7 / 2000: PhD in 
Sciences – ”Observations of aerosol properties in the troposphere” - Directors : Meinrat. O. Andreae and J. Lelieveld 
- University of Utrecht, The Netherland/ 1995 : Master in Physics - University of Genoa, Italy 
 
Professional experience: 2014-present: Senior research scientist at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique / 
2004-2014: Junior research scientist at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique / 2003: Postdoctoral Fellow of 
the Max Planck Society at the University Paris East Créteil, France / 2001-2003: Postdoctoral Fellow at Centre for 
Geophysics of the University of Évora, Portugal  / 2000-2001: Postdoctoral Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for 
Chemistry (Mainz), Germany / 1996: Junior Research Officer at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South 
Africa 
 
Research Interest – Synopsis: Dr. Paola Formenti is senior researcher at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, 
where she was originally appointed as junior researcher on January 2004. Since January 2021, she leads the "MEREIA” 
group at the Laboratoire Interuniversitaire des Systèmes Atmosphériques (LISA). Her research focuses on the physico-
chemical and optical properties of atmospheric aerosols that control their radiative effects on climate. Her research is 
based on field observations and laboratory simulations. She is the PI of the multi-instrumented airborne platform AVIRAD 
and of the ground-based facility PEGASUS. She leads several major aerosol field experiments (AMMA, SAFARI-2000, 
SHADE, ChArMex, AEROCLO-sA…) as well as the experimental activities on aerosol optical properties on the CESAM 
simulation chamber at LISA (Red-DUST, CLIMDO…). Due to her involvement in airborne research, she is currently 
chair of the National Steering Committee of the French airborne fleet and vice-chair of the European board EUFAR. Her 
work in the field of atmospheric aerosols has resulted in more than 100 peer-reviewed articles and more than 100 
communications in national and international conferences. 
 
Research Interest – Keywords: Atmospheric aerosols; mineral dust; optical properties; radiative effect; observations 
 
Awards: 2019, 2012: CNRS excellence research award; 2001: Otto-Hahn Medal for significant advancement in 
sciences, Max Plank Society, Germany 
 
Synergistic Activities and Services (selected): 2019-present: Officer of the international Commission for Atmospheric 
Chemistry and Global Pollution (iCACGP) / 2017-present: Chair of the French Scientific Committee for Airborne 
Research (previous member)/ 2015 – present: Member of the Scientific Committee of the French National Data Center / 
2004 – present: Chair of the Aerosol Working Group of the EUFAR European Project / 2004 – 2008: Member of the 
selection board in Chemistry (32nd section) for the University of Paris Diderot (Paris 7).  
 
Graduate Students Advised: 6 PhD students (three internationally), 4 postdoctoral researchers  
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